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sider together with others of Our Council at Boulogne by what
means and with what numbers the enemy's fort may be taken,
surprised, or won; you shall also consider what annoyance can
either that way or any other ways be done to the enemies upon a
good and mature consideration. Whereof, if you shall think the
said fort to be attempted and decide to go in hand therewith, Our
pleasure is: in respect of the good experience and forwardness of
our said servant, make use of him that he may become of better
estimation as may both agree to the place whereto We have called
him. and at the same time give him occasion to declare that earnest
service which We are well assured he' meaneth and will not fail to
see executed when any good occasion shall serve.36
Surrey had anticipated the King's request embodied in the
above letter. When Bellingham arrived at Boulogne, Surrey
already had a plat drawn up. This plan of attack was shown to
Bellingham, who approved it. Surrey then dispatched Rogers,
one of his principal engineers, to carry to the King the plat
and this letter:
Pleaseth it Your Most Excellent Majesty:
Whereas of late I was so bold as to dispatch unto your Highness
Sir Thomas Palmer and Sir Thomas Wyatt to declare my poor
opinion by what means this new fortress might be best attempted
(the overture whereof it pleased your Majesty to command them
then to defer until it were seen what success the treatise of peace,
then hand, were like to have); and whereas, having received com-
mandment from your Highness by Mr. Secretary to give order for
the war in all your Majesty's pieces here; I was so bold that after I
had revisited the grounds of most advantage hi the company of
Mr. Marshall, Sir Thomas Wyatt, and Sir Thomas Palmer (who
jointly have consented to this devise), I caused Giles, your High-
ness's servant, to draw a plat in order to send the same by Rogers
to your Majesty. And then having lately received letters and
credit from your Highness by Mr. Bellingham to the effect that I
(and the rest of your Majesty's Council here) should with him
and Tomaso (who is not yet arrived here) consult by what means
and with what numbers this fortress might be won, I have yet
not thought it good to stay the dispatch of Rogers, to which dis-
patch I have made privy only Mr. Bellingham, Mr. Marshall,
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